L 


Edited  by:  Elston  G.  Bradfield,  P.O.  Box  3491,  Chicago  54, 


Vol.  2 


MARCH,  1955 


No.  2 


Officers: 

C.  C.  SHROYER,  President,  P.  O.  Box  424,  Fremont,  Ohio 

E.  C.  GERBER,  Vice  President,  2746  N.  7th  St.,  Milwaukee  6,  Wis. 

EARL  C.  BROWN,  Secretary-Treasurer,  7005  S.  Normal  Blvd.,  Chicago  21,  III. 


Board  of  Governors: 

HARRY  X BOOSEL, 

2635  W.  Balmoral  Ave.,  Chicago  25,  III. 
HAROLD  L.  BOWEN, 

818  Lawrence  Avenue,  Detroit  6,  Mich. 
JAMES  BUCHBINDER, 

2250  N.  27th  Street,  Milwaukee  3,  Wis. 
IVAN  C.  EBELING, 

18721  John  R,  Detroit  3,  Mich. 

LOYD  B.  GETTYS, 

P.  O.  Box  320,  David  City,  Nebr. 


SOL  KAPLAN, 

18  East  4th  Street,  Cincinnati  2,  Ohio 

RICHARD  D.  KENNEY, 

5304  Halsey  Court,  Louisville,  Ky. 

MARK  H.  NELSON 

5812  Oakland  Ave.  So.,  Minneapolis  17,  Minn 

GLENN  B.  SMEDLEY, 

7644  S.  Essex  Ave.,  Chicago  49,  III. 


PRESIDENTIAL  MESSAGE 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  and  pride  that  I can  report  to  you  that  your 
Society  is  in  a strong  oosition  in  all  respects.  This  is  due  to  the  close  harmony 
and  cooperation  that  prevails  throughout  the  organization.  Membership  has 
continued  to  increase.  There  are  still  large  numbers  of  midwestern  numis- 
matists who  would  undoubtedly  like  to  become  members,  however,  but  are 
waiting  tor  that  personal  invitation  to  join.  Why  don't  you  extend  such  an 
invitation?  You  would  benefit  by  having  done  a favor  for  your  friend  and 
he  would  benefit  by  becoming  a part  of  one  of  the  most  active  numismatic 
groups  in  the  country. 

We  are  about  to  stage  our  13th  annual  convention.  The  fine  group  of 
Detroit  Coin  Club  members  under  the  leadership  of  their  able  president, 
Ivan  C.  Ebeling,  as  general  convention  chairman  are  about  to  unroll  a "con- 
vention what  is  a convention."  Ever  since  the  record-breaking  Milwaukee 
event  of  last  year,  the  Detroiters  have  been  concentrating  on  this  effort  to 
the  end  that  is  should  be  of  such  a caliber  that  none  could  afford  to  miss  it. 
And  they  will  deliver!  Why  don't  you  come  to  Detroit  and  see?  Renew  old 
acquaintances  and  make  new  friends.  Increase  your  numismatic  knowledge. 
Do  a little  looking,  do  a little  swapping,  and  generally  shake  off  the  wear 
and  tear  of  winter.  Who  knows,  you  might  even  take  home  a sample  of  the 
Motor  City's  most  famous  product. 

I would  be  very  remiss,  indeed,  did  I not  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
the  CSNS  members  and  officers,  Board  of  Governors,  the  Editor  of  the 
SENTINEL,  and  particularly  the  General  Secretary,  Earl  C.  Brown,  for  the 
organizational  work  and  support  afforded  me  during  the  last  year.  I am, 
indeed,  grateful. 

— C.  C.  Shroyer,  President 


CSNS  CONVENTION,  APRIL  29— MAY  I 

The  13th  annual  convention  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society 
will  be  held  in  the  Hotel  Statler,  Detroit,  Mich.,  from  April  29  to  May  I. 


The  Detroit  Coin  Club  is  host.  President  of  CSNS  is  C.  C.  Shroyer  and 
general  chairman  of  the  convention  is  Ivan  C.  Ebeling. 


DETROIT  INVITES  YOU 

The  Detroit  Coin  Club  as  host  to  the  1955  Central  States  Convention 
extends  a cordial  invitation  to  all  members  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic 
Society  to  attend  the  convention.  The  convention  committee  has  spent  many 
long  months  in  planning  to  assure  the  covention's  being  a success.  In  Detroit 
everything  possible  has,  and  is,  being  done  to  make  it  an  enjoyable  week-end 
for  all  who  attend.  The  only  thing  still  needed  to  make  it  a complete  success 
is  your  presence. 

— Ivan  C.  Ebeling,  President, 
Detroit  Coin  Club 


FROM  THE  SECRETARY 

As  we  go  to  press  the  Society  has  320  members  of  whom  56  are  Life 
Members.  Dues  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1956  ($1.00)  become  due 
May  I,  1955.  The  secretary  will  appreciate  it  if  those  who  have  not  paid 
their  dues  for  the  ensuing  year  wil  mail  them  without  waiting  for  a formal 
dues  notice.  Send  check,  money  order  or  a dollar  bill. 

Last  year  we  had  to  drop  36  members  for  non-payment  of  dues.  Each  of 
these  persons  was  sent  three  notices  at  a postage  cost  of  9c  plus  stationery 
and  time — we  lost  money  as  well  as  members.  Please  do  not  let  this  happen 
to  any  of  you  who  are  now  active  members.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  continue 
your  membership,  please  so  inform  the  secretary. 

Members  who  have  not  paid  their  current  year's  dues  by  July  31st  will  be 
dropped  from  membership.  (See  article  II,  section  8 of  our  By-Laws.) 

COMMEMORATIVE  BILLS  IN  CONGRESS 

Several  bills  to  authorize  commemorative  half  dollars  have  been  introduced 
in  this  congress  and  referred  to  the  house  banking  and  currency  committee. 
Mr.  Merrow  wants  commemoratives  for  the  centennial  of  Dover,  N.H.;  Mr. 
Thompson  of  Louisiana  and  Mr.  Willis,  to  commemorate  the  migrations  of 
the  Acadians  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Louisiana;  and  Mrs.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers, 
to  celebrate  the  foundings  of  two  Massachusetts  cities,  Billerica  and  Groton. 
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AS  AN  ENGLISHMAN  SAW  US  I 13  YEARS  AGO 

In  Will  iam  Oliver's  story  of  his  visit  to  Illinois  in  1842  written  for  the 
English  emigrant  contemplating  settlement  in  the  western  country  (i.e.,  the 
Central  States  area),  we  find  these  comments  on  midwestern  monetary 
transactions: 

"Emigrants  sometimes  find  difficulty,  particularly  when  going  west,  in 
effecting  a satisfactory  exchange  of  money.  Where  gold  is  taken,  of  course, 
an  exchange  can  always  be  effected  in  New  York,  or  in  the  British  Provinces, 
at  the  current  rates;  but  when  going  to  the  far  west,  or  indeed  to  any  place 
far  inland  in  the  states,  sovereigns  must  be  disposed  of  at  New  York,  or 
such  seaport  as  the  emigrant  may  land  at.  Should  the  sum  be  considerable, 

I think  the  emigrant  will  find  it  most  to  his  interest  to  negotiate  it  by  means 
of  bills  of  exchange,  for  which  he  will  receive  a higher  premium  than  for 
gold,  as  the  risk  of  loss,  and  expence  of  negotiation,  are  not  so  great.  Good 
bills  on  London  are  marketable  articles  in  all  maritime  cities  ...  As  a 
still  further  security  against  loss,  the  holder  of  the  bills  should  at  least  have 
duplicates,  or  what  is  termed  first  and  second  of  exchange,  which  enhances 
their  value  in  a foreign  market.  In  the  case  of  bills,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  an  introduction  to  some  merchant,  or  other  person  of  respectability, 
who  is  known  to  the  money  changers,  and  who  will  guarantee  you  are  the 
true  holder. 

"Owing  to  the  instability  of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  give  any  advice  about  money,  that  shall  be  of 
service  for  many  months.  Should  there  be  a substantial  bank  in  New  York 
or  Philadelphia,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  most  advisable  to  deposit  such  money 
as  the  emigrant  should  not  need  on  his  journey  west,  and,  for  the  amount, 
receive  checques,  which  will  increase  in  value  as  they  are  taken  west.  Such 
checques,  and  bill,  at  St.  Louis,  in  1837,  obtained  a premium  ranging  from 
two  to  seven  percent.  Western  money  may  be  had  at  New  York,  with  the 
recognized  rate  of  exchange  between  it  and  the  eastern  money,  and,  if  the 
sum  is  not  large,  this  method  of  disposing  of  it  may  be  as  good  as  any,  as 
it  saves  the  trouble  and  expence  of  performing  perhaps  a long  journey  to 
some  western  city;  but  where  the  sum  is  large,  it  is  not  so  safe.  Bank  notes, 
or  Bills,  as  they  are  called,  ought  to  be  for  considerable  sums,  say  50  dollars 
or  100  dollars  each;  a number  of  small  bills  being  bulky  and  troublesome, 
and  not  so  negotiable  as  the  large  ones  in  the  west.  The  cheques  and  bills 
are  sold  in  the  west  to  merchants,  who  make  yearly  or  half  yearly  journeys 
to  the  east  for  goods.  When  the  sum  deposited  in  the  bank  is  large,  it  is 
sometimes  convenient  to  divide  it  into  several  sums,  having  a cheque  for 
each,  as,  in  that  case,  one  can  dispose  of  either  the  whole,  or  a part,  as 
may  be  found  most  advantageous.  In  travelling  west,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  get  rid  of  the  money  of  one  state  before  entering  another,  otherwise 
the  bills  will  not  pass,  and  in  order  to  negotiate  them  with  the  banks  or 
merchants,  a discount  will  have  to  be  submitted  to;  there  will  seldom  be 
any  difficulty  found  in  exchanging  them  at  hotels  on  the  borders  of  different 
states. 

"Although  no  British  coin  pass  current  in  the  United  States,  yet  some  of 
those  of  France,  Spain,  and  Mexico  do  so.  The  Spanish  and  Mexican  dollars 
are  considered  equivalent  to  that  of  the  United  States,  but  the  French  five 
franc  piece,  is  generally  rated  about  96,  or  four  cents  less  than  the  dollar. 

"The  United  States  possess  what  is  termed  a 'decimal  coinage,'  of  which 
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the  dollar  is  the  standard  or  primary  unit.  By  this  system  the  process  of 
calculation  is  very  much  simplified  and  to  render  cents  (that  is  hundredth) 
into  dollars,  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  off  the  decimals;  thus,  1.00  are 
I dollar;  or  10.35  1/2  cents  are  in  the  same  way  understood  as  10  dollars 
35  1/2  cents,  and  so  on  to  any  amount. 

’ The  metallic  currency  of  the  United  States  consists  of  the  double  eagle 
of  10  dollars  (sic),  eagle  of  5 dollars  (sic),  half  eagle  of  2 dollars  and  50 
cents  (sic),  in  gold;  the  dollars,  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  12  1/2  cents,  or 
York  shilling,  ten  cents  or  dime,  6 1/4  cents  or  York  sixpence,  5 cents  or 
half  dime  in  silver,  and  the  cent  in  copper."  (William  Oliver:  Eight  Months 
in  Illinois,  With  Information  to  Immigrants,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  1843, 
reprinted  by  Walter  M.  Hill,  Chicago,  1924,  pp.  248-251.) 

Editor's  note:  Our  English  visitor  gave  his  countrymen  some  misinformation 
in  the  last  paragraph.  You  and  I know,  of  course,  that  a double  eagle  is  $20, 
eagle  is  $10,  half  eagle  is  $5.00,  and  quarter  eagle  is  $2.50.  Also,  Mr.  Oliver 
left  out  the  half  cent  piece,  but  he  more  than  made  up  that  omission  by 
adding  12  1/2  and  6 1/4  cent  pieces. 

CSNS  COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS 

Pres.  C.  C.  Shroyer  has  appointed  Russell  Stehfast  to  be  chairman  of 
the  resolutions  committee.  Mr.  Stehfast  will  select  those  to  serve  with  him. 
The  President  also  appointed  Lee  F.  Hewitt  as  chairman  of  the  nominating 
committee  with  Richard  S.  Yeoman  and  Lewis  M.  Reagan  to  serve  with  him. 

"IN  GOD  WE  TRUST" 

The  effort  to  place  the  motto,  "In  God  We  Trust,"  long  borne  by 
American  coins,  on  United  States  paper  currnecy  has  reached  Congress. 
A bill  proposing  such  action  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Congressman  Bennett  of  Florida  in  January  and  is  now  in  committee. 
Sen.  Fulbright  of  Arkansas  has  offered  a similar  bill  in  the  Senate.  Matt 
Rothert,  who  has  led  the  drive,  asks  those  favoring  the  bills  to  urge  their 
Congressmen  to  support  them. 

OFF  TO  AFRICA 

CSNS  member  Jim  Hurlbut,  who  has  done  so  much  to  publicize  numis- 
matics via  TV  and  radio,  will  be  on  an  African  safari  this  summer.  Those  of 
you  who  partake  of  TV  on  Sunday  afternoons  have  undoubtedly  seen  Jim 
many  times  on  the  network  show,  "Zoo  Parade."  It's  in  connection  with 
this  show  that  he  is  making  the  trip.  We'll  bet  that  Jim  picks  up  a few 
gold  coins  enroute. 

SEVERAL  NEW  CLUBS  IN  THE  AREA 

Not  too  many  years  ago,  only  the  large  cities  of  the  Central  States  area 
boasted  of  having  a coin  club.  Today,  clubs  are  springing  up  in  the  small 
cities.  Among  those  organized  in  recent  weeks  are:  Rock  River  Valley  Coin 
Club,  Beliot,  Wis.;  Glencoe  Coin  Club  (a  junior  group),  Glencoe,  Illinois; 
Quincy  Coin  Club,  Quincy,  Illinois;  Mercer  County  Numismatic  Club, 
Aledo,  Illinois;  and  Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Waukegan,  Illinois. 


THE  EDITOR  ASKS 

Would  you  like  a more  interesting  SENTINEL?  One  that  carries  more 
personal  news?  One  that  features  club  happenings?  One  that  reports  more 
CSNS  area  activities?  One  that  you  just  couldn't  lay  aside  until  you  had 
read  every  word  of  it  from  beginning  to  end?  One  that  even  the  Editor 
would  like  to  read?  So  would  the  Editor,  but  he  cannot  put  together  a 
SENTINEL  such  as  you  and  he  want  without  your  help.  If  you  have  any 
ideas,  articles,  or  news  items  for  your  magazine,  please  send  them  to  the 
Editor. 


money 

Money  is  something  that  runs  into  things  and  people  run  out  of.  — Magic 
Circle. 


CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

Credit  for  the  success  of  the  1955  CSNS  convention  goes  to  I.  C.  Ebeling, 
general  chairman,  and  his  hardworking  committee.  Chairman  of  the  main 
committees  are  Harold  Bowen,  hotel  arrangement;  James  J.  Curto,  bourse; 
Donald  F.  Lacey,  publicity;  Paul  F.  Schilling,  program  and  entertainment; 
Ben  F.  Smith,  exhibits;  and  James  E.  Jolley,  registration.  The  convention 
office  is  at  18721  John  R St.,  Detroit  3,  Mich. 

TV,  TOO 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  the  highlights  of  the  CSNS  con- 
vention filmed  and  shown  on  a local  Detroit  station  (WJBK-TV). 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MINT  IN  "MOTHBALLS" 

The  coining  machinery  of  the  San  Francisco  mint,  soon  to  be  closed,  is 
to  be  placed  "in  mothballs"  for  possible  use  should  the  need  arise  in  the 
future.  The  functions  of  the  U.  S.  assay  office,  Seattle,  Wash.,  have  been 
transferred  to  the  San  Francisco  and  Denver  mints.  Coins  were  struck  in 
January  and  February  for  a total  to  the  end  of  February  of  25,500,000 
cents  and  13,350,000  dimes.  The  exact  closing  date  of  the  mint  has  not 
been  announced,  but  enough  coins  will  be  struck  to  preclude  a shortage 
and  consequent  hiking  of  price  of  any  coin  made  there  in  1955. 

DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT 

Diogenes,  who  searched  the  dark  streets  of  Athens  with  a lighted  lamp 
trying  to  find  an  honest  man,  and  his  father  had  earlier  been  exiled  from 
Sinope  for  counterfeiting  gold  coins? 

PROOF  SETS  EARLY 

After  last  year's  record  breaking  proof  coinage,  the  Philadelphia  mint 
lost  no  time  swinging  into  production  on  1955  sets.  Early  birds  received 
sets  last  month.  In  some  years  past  the  mint  made  its  first  deliveries  in  May. 
Price  for  55's  remains  unchanged  at  $2.10. 
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HOTEL  RESERVATION  CARD 


With  this  issue  there  is  a business  reply  card  for  making  room  reservations 
at  Hotel  Statler,  Detroit.  It  is  hoped  that  all  who  can  will  take  rooms  at  the 
Statler,  the  convention  hotel.  Make  reservations  early  and  be  sure  to  specify 
time  of  arrival.  If  you  expect  to  arrive  later  than  6:00  p.m.,  insert  on  your 
request  the  words  "Hold  for  Late  Arrival."  Hotel  Statler  required  the  con- 
vention committee  to  guarantee  a certain  number  of  room  reservations  and 
only  reservations  made  by  means  of  the  enclosed  business  reply  card  will 
be  considered  by  the  hotel  as  applying  against  the  guarantee.  Please  make 
your  reservation  early  and  by  use  of  the  enclosed  card.  If  you  have  already 
made  your  reservation  by  letter,  please  send  the  business  reply  card  anyway. 

1955  DETROIT;  1956  INDIANAPOLIS;  1957? 

Just  a reminder  to  local  clubs  . . . invitations  for  the  1957  convention 
will  be  presented  at  the  Detroit  convention. 

"BROTHER  (OR  SISTER),  CAN'T  YA  SPARE  A DOLLAR?" 

Your  Secretary  expects  to  attend  the  Detroit  convention  and  will  try  to 
spend  some  time  each  day  at  or  near  the  registration  desk.  He  will  be  happy 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  members  unknown  to  him,  greet  those  known, 
receive  dues  payments  and  answer  questions  re  the  Society,  exhibit  rules 
and  regulations  and  the  "point"  system  of  judging.  A copy  of  the  rules  is 
being  sent  to  each  member  with  this  issue  of  the  SENTINEL.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  point  system  of  judging  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  exhibitors. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM 


Friday,  April  29: 

9:00  a.m.  Registration  of  members  and  guests,  for  which  there  is  a charge 
of  $1.50,  including  the  official  badge  and  program;  banquet 
tickets,  $5.00. 

9:00  a.m.  Placing  of  exhibits. 

10:00  a.m.  Exhibits  and  bourse  open  to  the  public. 

2:00  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Auction. 

7:00  p.m.  - 10:00  p.m.  Auction. 

10:00  p.m.  Closing  of  display  and  bourse  rooms. 

Saturday,  April  30: 

9:00  a.m.  Registration  of  members  and  guests. 

9:00  a.m.  Opening  of  exhibits  and  bourse. 

10:00  a.m.  Annual  meeting. 

2:00  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Auction. 

7:00  p.m.  Banquet. 

10:00  p.m.  Closing  of  display  and  bourse  rooms. 

Sunday,  May  I: 

9:00  a.m.  Opening  of  exhibits  and  bourse. 

3:00  p.m.  Convention  closes. 
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THANKS 


The  Editor  gratefully  acknowledges  the  help  he  has  received  from  Lee 
Hewitt,  Earl  C.  Brown  and  Donald  Lacey,  who  have  made  this  issue  of  the 
SENTINEL  possible. 


A BRIEF  ON  THE  HOST  CLUB 

Numismatic  conventions  have  played  ah  important  part  in  the  life  of  the 
Detroit  Coin  Club.  It  was  while  attending  the  1923  convention  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  in  Montreal,  that  the  club's  founders 
Edward  A.  Hoare  and  Albert  C.  Hutchinson  conceived  the  idea  of  forming 
a numismatic  club  in  Detroit. 

Upon  returning  from  Montreal,  Mr.  Hoare  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  organized 
the  Detroit  club,  which  held  its  first  meeting  at  the  Detroit  Institute  of  Arts 
on  February  15,  1924.  Among  the  club's  charter  members  were  such  well 
known  numismatists  as  Albert  A.  Grinnell,  renowned  for  his  collection  of 
United  States  paper  currency,  and  Howard  R.  Newcomb,  of  United  States 
large  cent  fame. 

In  addition  to  being  host  to  the  1955  convention  of  the  Central  States, 
the  club  in  earlier  years  acted  as  convention  host  to  the  1925  and  1940 
conventions  of  the  A.N.A.,  and  the  1949  convention  of  the  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society.  Its  president  is  Ivan  C.  Ebeling,  general  chairman  of 
the  '55  event. 

13  IS  A LUCKY  NUMBER 

There  are  13  letters  in  Central  States. 

The  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  is  composed  of  13  states. 

The  convention  in  Detroit  will  be  the  Society's  13th. 

ALL  THE  TIME,  BETTER 

Conventions  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  have  a habit  of 
getting  better  every  year.  The  1955  convention  in  Detroit,  Mich.  April  29th 
through  May  1st  will  prove  to  be  no  exception.  Present  indications  point 
towards  another  large  turnout  of  both  collectors  and  dealers. 

Both  the  last  two  conventions  held  in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  featured 
fine  coin  exhibits,  and  both  broke  bourse  and  attendance  records.  The  motto 
on  the  Great  Seal  of  Detroit  reads  in  part:  "We  hope  for  better  things." 

THE  FEMININE  ANGLE 

Although  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a wife  to  help  her  husband  in  conducting 
a numismatic  business,  Miss  R.  Evelyn  Holmes  of  the  Detroit  Coin  Club  is 
probably  one  of  the  few  women  in  the  country  to  own  and  operate  her  own 
business  as  a coin  dealer.  The  latest  Detroit  telephone  directory  lists  ten 
coin  dealers. 


OLD  HANDS 

Bourse  Chairman  James  J.  Curto  and  Exhibit  Chairman  Benjamin  F.  Smith 
served  in  the  same  capacities  at  the  49  CSNS  Detroit  convention. 


HENRY  FORD 


One  block  south  of  the  Statler  Hotel  convention  headquarters,  where  the 
Michigan  Theater  now  stands  on  Bagley  Avenue,  is  the  site  of  the  birthplace 
of  the  Ford  Motor  Company.  It  was  here  that  Henry  Ford  began  his  experi- 
ments with  the  automobile,  and  produced  his  first  car. 

Henry  Ford  died  at  his  Fair  Lane  home  April  7,  1946.  In  1947,  the  Detroit 
Coin  Club  in  his  memory  and  to  commemorate  the  club's  500th  meeting, 
struck  medals  bearing  the  likeness  of  Mr.  Ford.  One  of  them  was  struck  in 
gold  and  presented  to  Mrs.  Henry  Ford. 

Edward  Kann  in  his  book,  Illustrated  Catalog  of  Chinese  Coins,  states  that 
the  1928  silver  dollar  of  the  Chinese  province  of  Kwei-Chow  "is  the  only 
coin  in  the  world,  showing  as  center  piece  on  reverse  a motor  car." 

A short  time  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Henry  Ford,  one  of  these  Chinese 
"automobile"  dollars  was  found  among  a small  lot  of  coins  at  Henry  Ford's 
Fair  Lane  home. 


EXHIBITS 

Winning  CSNS  convention  exhibitors  will  be  awarded  trophies.  Also,  an 
innovation  will  be  the  judging  of  exhibits  by  the  point  system. 

MILEAGES 

Mileages  between  the  chief  cities  of  the  Central  States  and  Detroit, 


Michigan  are: 

City  Miles 

Fargo,  North  Dakota  . 932 

Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota  822 

Omaha,  Nebraska  743 

Kansas  City,  Kansas  752 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  696 

Des  Moines,  Iowa  - 603 

St.  Louis,  Missouri  517 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  357 

Chicago,  Illinois  269 

Grand  Rapids,  Michigan  147 

Indianapolis,  Indiana  ...  277 

Cleveland,  Ohio  I 70 

Louisville,  Kentucky  369 


A REAL  PROJECT 

would  be  to  assemble  a complete  set  of  all  the  National  Bank  Notes 
issued  in  your  home  state.  It's  reported  that  a South  Carolina  collector 
has  accomplished  that  feat.  Nebraska  collectors,  who  are  working  on  first 
charter  National  Bank  Notes,  might  be  interested  to  know  that  only  ten 
banks  were  listed  in  the  "Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  Currency  for  1879." 
They  were:  First  Nationals  of  Beatrice,  Brownville,  Fremont,  Lincoln,  Omaha 
and  Plattsmouth;  State  National,  Lincoln;  Nebraska  City  National,  Nebraska 
City;  Otoe  County  National,  Nebraska  City;  Omaha  National,  Omaha. 
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THE  COIN  IS  SPURIOUS 


Whenever  a rascal  strove  to  pass 
Instead  of  silver,  a coin  of  brass, 

He  took  his  hammer,  and  said,  with  a frown, 

"The  coin  is  spurious,  nail  it  down." 

— By  Charles  Mackay 

(There  was  an  old  custom  that  all  counterfeit  coins  taken  in  a shop  should 
be  nailed  to  the  counter,  door-frame,  or  any  solid  woodwork,  so  that  they 
could  not  be  passed  again.  — Bartlett's  Familiar  Quotations.) 

WHAT'S  IN  DETROIT 

The  Motor  City  will  hum  with  numismatic  activity,"  says  Don  Lacey, 
and  although  many  think  of  Detroit  only  in  terms  of  the  automobile,  the  city 
is  also  an  important  industrial  center  for  the  manufacture  of  pharmaceuticals, 
chemicals,  adding  machines,  paint,  and  rubber  products. 

Since  1949,  when  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  last  assembled 
in  Detroit,  many  changes  have  been  wrought  in  the  "Motor  City."  In  1951, 
the  city  observed  its  250th  birthday  with  a year  long  birthday  festival.  It 
was  at  this  time  too,  that  the  long  dreamed  of  plans  for  building  a Civic 
Center  on  the  Detroit  River  waterfront  became  a reality.  Great  strides 
have  already  been  made  in  that  development.  A Veterans  Memorial  Build- 
ing has  been  completed,  a City-County  building,  and  an  auditorium  are 
under  construction,  and  work  on  a new  convention  hall  is  scheduled  to  begin 
in  the  spring. 

Among  the  many  attractions  Detroit  has  to  offer  its  visitors,  the  out- 
standing are  the  Detroit  Institute  of  Arts  and  that  must  for  all  visitors,  the 
Henry  Ford  Museum  and  Greenfield  Village. 

You'll  find  plenty  of  places  to  go  and  things  to  do  within  easy  distance 
of  convention  headquarters  in  the  Statler.  The  theater  district  is  practically 
at  the  hotel's  front  door.  Famous  department  stores  on  Woodward  Ave. 
and  specialty  shops  on  Washington  Blvd.  are  nearby,  so  she  will  not  have 
far  to  walk  for  her  shopping  while  he  is  spending  his  money  elsewhere.  A 
few  blocks  away  is  the  Penobscot  bldg.,  tallest  in  the  city,  from  the  top  of 
which  may  be  seen  the  mammoth  industrial  plants,  the  Detroit  River  and 
a panoramic  view  of  Detroit. 

NATIONAL  COIN  WEEK 

What  better  ways  to  observe  National  Coin  Week  (April  23  - 29)  than  by: 

(a)  Having  a public  coin  exhibit  in  your  own  home  town  or  city. 

(b)  Attending  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  convention  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,  April  29  - May  I. 

FRANK  C.  ROSS  PASSES  AWAY 

Frank  C.  Ross,  one  of  the  original  organizers  of  CSNS,  passed  away  in 
Kansas  City  on  February  24,  just  a few  weeks  before  his  83rd  birthday. 
Mr.  Ross  was  editor  of  the  numismatic  section  of  "Hobbies"  magazine 
for  nearly  25  years. 
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MICHIGAN  GAVE  US  WILDCAT  MONEY 


' In  a general  way  the  term  ’wildcat’  was  applied  to  depreciated  paper 
money  before  the  Civil  War,  but  more  particularly  to  the  notes  of  the 
banks  of  Michigan,  some  of  which  had  on  their  face  the  picture  of  a panther. 
(Bartlett  in  1859  said  a bank  in  Michigan  had  a large  vignette  on  its  notes 
representing  a panther  'which  animal  is  familiarly  called  there  a wildcat.') 
The  term  was  applied  to  the  bills  of  these  banks  by  those  who  had  suffered 
loss  in  taking  them.  It  was  one  of  several  opprobrious  epithets  justly  giver, 
to  the  money  issued  by  banks  doing  business  under  state  charters,  as  well 
as  to  the  banks  themselves."  — Redda M's  Fact,  Fable  and  Fancy. 

INDIANAPOLIS  IN  '56 

The  1956  Central  States  Numismatic  Society's  convention  will  meet  in 
the  Claypool  Hotel,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  27,  28  and  29.  The  Indianapolis 
Coin  Club  will  be  the  host.  Ray  R.  Fiscus,  1833  Nowland  St.,  Indianapolis  I, 
has  been  named  convention  chairman  by  the  host  club,  according  to  Leo  G. 
Terry,  club  president. 


DON  LACEY  SAYS 

The  Detroit  convention  will  be  the  first  to  use  a new  classification  and 
point  system  for  judging  exhibits  ...  It  will  be  the  first  time  too,  for  the 
Society  to  award  trophies  to  all  winning  exhibitors  . . . Founded  in  1701, 
Detroit  is  the  oldest  major  city  in  the  Central  States  area.  Ranks  fifth  in 
population  for  the  nation,  nearly  2,000,000  ...  A must  for  Detroit  visitors, 
the  Henry  Ford  Museum  and  Greenfield  Village,  in  nearby  Dearborn,  Mich. 
10  miles  from  downtown  Detroit  . . . The  likeness  of  a former  mayor  of 
Detroit,  appeared  on  two  commemorative  coins.  The  portrait  of  Frank 
Murphy,  then  Governor  General  of  the  Philippines  appeared  along  with 
that  of  President  Manuel  Quezon  on  the  1936  Philippine  peso  and  50 
centavos  issued  to  commemorate  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  1935  . . . Don  Heath,  son  of  Dr.  George  F.  Heath,  founder  of  The 
Numismatist,  is  a member  of  the  Detroit  Coin  Club  . . . Two  towns  in  the 
Central  States — Coin,  Iowa  and  Token,  Wisconsin  . . . Attendance  records 
were  broken  at  the  last  two  conventions  of  the  Central  States,  Chicago  in 
'53  with  499  and  Milwaukee  in  '54  with  506  . . . James  Kelly,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio  will  conduct  the  convention  auction  ...  To  assure  fairness  in  assign- 
ing bourse  space,  dealers  will  draw  for  their  locations  . . . The  motto  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  reads  "If  you  seek  a pleasant  peninsula,  look  around 
you." 


TO  THE  LADIES 

A lounge  has  been  reserved  for  their  exclusive  use.  Also,  the  convention 
committee  is  arranging  a special  program  for  them. 

SUCH  POPULARITY  MUST  BE  DESERVED 

Detroit  is  a popular  convention  host.  As  of  Dec.  25,  1954,  192  conventions 
had  been  scheduled  for  1955. 
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JIM  KELLY  AUCTION 


The  1955  CSNS  convention  auction  will  be  conducted  in  three  sessions. 
Auctioneer  James  Kelly  will  offer  for  sale  over  2,000  lots  of  choice  material. 

INTERIM  BOARD  MEETING 

Last  October  31st  an  interim  meeting  of  the  CSNS  governing  board  was 
held  at  the  LaSalle  Hotel,  Chicago,  III.  Present  were  C.  C.  Shroyer,  presi- 
dent; E.  C.  Gerber,  vice  president;  Earl  C.  Brown,  general  secretary;  Harry 
X Boosel,  Harold  L.  Bowen,  Ivan  C.  Ebeling,  Sol  Kaplan,  and  Glenn  B. 
Smedley,  governors;  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  honorary  president;  Paul  H.  Ginther, 
past  general  secretary;  Lewis  M.  Reagan,  A.N.A.  general  secretary,  Leo  G. 
Terry,  president  of  the  Indianapolis  Coin  Club;  and  Elston  G.  Bradfield, 
editor  of  the  SENTINEL.  The  board  considered  many  topics  concerning 
the  CSNS,  among  them  the  question  of  incorporation,  the  1956  convention, 
awards  for  exhibits  and  a point  system  for  judging  exhibits. 

MEMBERSHIP 

One  need  not  be  a member  of  the  CSNS  to  attend  the  convention.  All 
collectors  are  cordially  invited.  Those  who  are  interested  in  joining  the 
Society  may  secure  an  application  blank  from  the  secretary,  Earl  C.  Brown, 
7005  S.  Normal  Blvd. , Chicago  21,  III.  Membership  is  only  $1.00  per  year. 

BOURSE 

As  of  February,  49  dealers  from  15  states  and  Canada  had  reserved 
bourse  tables  for  the  Detroit  convention. 

CHANGES  IN  MEMBERSHIP 

New  Members  since  last  publication  of  Sentinel: 


721.  Walter  L.  Willson  58  Murphy  St.,  Pontiac  18,  Mich. 

722.  Jackson  B.  Moody  1513  Kennedy  St.,  Youngstown,  Ohio 

723.  Leroy  H.  Foerster  ....I  132  W.  Walnut  St.,  Milwaukee  5,  Wis. 

724.  James  Hurlbut  848  Woodland  Drive,  Glen  Ellyn,  III. 

725.  Louis  J.  Castelli,  Jr .155  W.  Washington  St.,  Chicago  2,  III. 

726.  Marshall  C.  Sweney  I I 80  - 3 I st  St.,  Des  Moines  II,  Iowa 

727.  Ben  Stocker  .19953  Prest,  Detroit  35,  Mich. 

728.  Robert  E.  Bender  Box  343,  New  Augusta,  Ind. 

729.  Ralph  A.  Brown  ...322  N.  Dearborn  St.,  Indianapolis  I,  Ind. 

730.  Keith  Canan  . 418  N.  Bosart  Ave.,  Indianapolis  I,  Ind. 

731.  Neil  V.  Certain  3369  Forest  Manor  Ave.,  Indianapolis  18,  Ind. 

732.  Jack  Hutchison  .1337  Hoyt  Ave.,  Indianapolis  3,  Ind. 

733.  Clyde  L.  Gravlin  3805  Durham,  Royal  Oak,  Mich. 

734.  Garland  S.  Stephens  ..  c/o  Stephens  Antique  Shop,  Wytheville,  Va. 

735.  Willie  D.  Cook  I 101  N.  Oakland  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

736.  E.  W.  Richardson  1002  E.  81st  St.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

737.  James  Kirkwood  ...  4484  Douse  Ave.,  Cleveland  27,  Ohio 

738.  L.  E.  Jones  . P.O.  Box  1869,  Great  Falls,  Mont. 


739. 

740. 

741. 

742. 

743. 

744. 

745. 

746. 

747. 

748. 


Philip  E.  Lyon  Cincinnati  Club,  Cincinnati,  Ohn 

Wayne  D.  Jackson  ...  1609  Silver  St.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

B.  Willard  Lidgard  538  Tenth  St.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Edward  J.  Koziel  ..  2052  Dexter  St.,  Flint  6,  Mich. 

Raleigh  C.  Bailey  1705  George  St.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Alan  D.  Belcher  615-  18th  St.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Charles  E.  Junk  ..204  Tanguy  St.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Dean  Passereni  ...  .1100  Michigan  Ave.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Michael  M.  Dolnick  6720  N.  Seeley  Ave.,  Chicago  45,  III. 

B.  R.  Jones  ...  . .19  Riverside  Road,  Riverside,  III. 


Old  Members  who  have  become  Life  Members  since  last  membership  list 

(March  I,  1954) 

LM-56.  Fred  E.  Kern,  Sr.  (492)  1213  E.  17th  Ave.,  Columbus  II,  Ohio 

LM-57.  Forrest  P.  Howe  (356)  .104  West  9th  St.,  Cincinnati  2,  Ohio 

LM-58.  Louis  R.  Karp  (652)  300  W.  Main  St.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

LM-59.  David  W.  Karp  (673)  . .300  W.  Main  St.,  Louisvile,  Ky. 

Deceased  since  last  membership  list  (March  I,  1954) 

53.  Mrs.  M.  H.  Jackson  . Chicago,  III.  Feb.  10,  1954 

489.  Fred  W.  Burton  ...  . Columbus,  Ohio.  June  24,  1954 

LM-47.  Don  Curtis  Keefer  Chicago,  III.  July  4,  1954 

LM-25.  Col.  Joseph  Moss  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Feb.  16,  1955 


Reinstatements  since  last  membership  list  (March  I,  1954) 


542.  James  T.  Harris  944  Sheridan  Road,  Wilmette,  III. 

157.  Loyd  B.  Gettys  P.O.  Box  320,  David  City,  Nebr. 

393.  Willard  Daniel  . .14590  Stoepel  Ave.,  Detroit  21,  Mich. 

65.  Clifford  Lindall  106  Westchester  Court,  Chesterton,  Ind. 

24 1 . S.  G.  Kasberg  ..  4067  Central  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

296.  Ray  R.  Fiscus  1833  Nowland  Ave.,  Indianapolis  I,  Ind. 

322.  L.  Ward  Hicks  70  E.  Pearl  St.,  Greenwood,  Ind. 

233.  Wilson  E.  Pollard  . 1214  N.  New  Jersey  St.,  Indianapolis  2,  Ind. 

335.  David  R.  Wilkinson  5125  Carvel  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


As  it  was  necessary  to  cut-off  with  membership  number  748  when  we  went 
to  press,  the  names  of  new  members  to  whom  membership  numbers  higher 
than  748  have  been  assigned  do  not  appear  in  the  above  listing  nor  will  their 
names  appear  in  the  1955  membership  list. 


CELEBRATES  25TH  ANNIVERSARY 

The  Cincinnati  Numismatic  Ass'n  is  celebrating  its  25th  anniversary  this 
year.  A medal  to  commemorate  the  occasion  is  under  consideration. 


• The  liberty  cap  and  pole  as  found  on  early  cents  and  half  cents  has  its 
foundation  in  ancient  Rome.  When  a Roman  master  liberated  a slave,  the 
slave's  head  as  shaved  and  he  was  given  a cap  as  a badge  of  freedom.  The 
cap  was  also  used  as  a coin  design  by  France. 
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